  Village of Illiopolis Board Meeting Minutes
November 20, 2023 

Mayor Rogers called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

A roll call was taken, all members were present.     
Agenda
The agenda was adopted as presented.        
Minutes

D Koonce made a motion to approve the November 6, 2023 meeting minutes as amended seconded by R. Reed,  all ayes Motion carried 6-0-0     
Visitors

S Flach from MG Engineers presented an update on the Storm Sewer Project.  The project is complete except for the seeding and sidewalk/driveway work which will be done in the Spring.  He presented a bill from Enter Construction for additional work that was done outside the project.  Entler proposed instead of paying for this invoice the Village absorbs all the sidewalk costs including the areas damaged by Enter Construction ‘s equipment.  The board will discuss this proposal at the next meeting.  The new grant needs to have some more health and safety letters to submit with the application.  He also suggested getting some sample bottles to test the standing water for bacteria.

S McIntyre made a motion to adopt the Resolution of Support 23-15 for the new grant with  J Devore seconding.  Roll Call  All ayes 6-0-0

Doug Dean was present to talk about the drainage on the North side of Matilda possibly causing the South side of Matilda to flood.  S Flach said it is possible there is tile damage into the field.  He will look into possible ways to repair such as camera the line and then fix areas that are broken.  D Dean also asked about the status of getting water to the new construction.  The Mayor will contact EJ Water to get an update.

Molly Stahl and Matt Wood were present representing the Illiofest Committee.  They presented some concerns about wiring at the west end of Wabash Park.  Upgrades are needed and possible solutions were discussed.  Also mentioned was the replacing of the basketball hoops at Wabash Park.  Mayor Rogers stated those will be taken care of by Spring.  The committee also asked if the liquor license they are issued can be used in town for the 5K run.  The Board will look into the limitations on that license.    M Stahl presented a raffle license for OLAF for a 50/50 drawing at Music Bingo at Bunkers on December 1st.  D Koonce made a motion to approve the raffle license with S McIntyre seconding.  All ayes 6-0-0

Hunter Martin presented the costs to the Board of putting 15 habitats and aeration in the Fishing Pond.  He has been doing some fund raising to help defray costs.  The cost is approximately $9,000 and he has gotten donations of over $1,000.  If the cost of the walking path is removed he is needing approximately $6,000.  R Reed asked if we have checked into the liability of this pond and was told that IML had been contacted and saw no issues at this time.



J McDaniles was present to update the board on Village Public Works items.  The little red dump truck was taken to get the brakes fixed and the steering column worked on.  He stated that Todd Patton said he should be able to take care of the repairs.  He also told the Board the Matilda Project is done except for the ditch area by Dollar General.  That should get worked on tomorrow.  He said the work is rough and will get seeded in the spring.

       Open Forum


Treasurer’s Report

C Mitchell presented the financial reports and gave an update on the costs for the Storm Sewer Project.  R Reed asked about the breakdown on the water billing that compares the water we purchase compared to the water billed to customer.  He would like this to be presented as part of the Treasurers report.  C Mitchell also gave the board a copy of the Purchase Order for Public Works which will begin on November 21st.  J Devore made a motion to accept the Treasurers Report with B Honea seconding.  All ayes motion carried  6-0-0

Economic Development Report


Engineering Report

Old Business
[bookmark: _Hlk147223051]D Koonce made a motion to accept the proposed cost for the habitat and aeration for the Fishing Pond Project and donate the $6,000 to cover those costs.  M Pevler seconded  Roll Call All ayes 6-0-0  The Treasurer said the best way would be to have Hunter Martin provide bills for reimbursement.

New Business

Mayor Rogers informed the Board of the bids received for replacing the driveway that was part of a water line repair.  He sent out a request to 3 companies and only received 1 bid back.  D Koonce made a motion to approve the bid from William Wilson for $1,980 with M Pevler seconding  Roll Call   All ayes  6-0-0

Meeting dates for the 2024 calendar year were presented.  D Koonce made a motion to accept the meeting dates as presented with S McIntyre seconding.  All ayes motion carried 6-0-0

A discussion was held on whether or not to move the meetings back to the Village Hall.  Discussion was held on meeting space size and cost of hall rental.  D Koonce made a motion to move Village meetings back to the Village Hall for 2024 with B Honea seconding.  Roll Call  3-3-0  Mayor Rogers cast the deciding vote with continuing meeting at Visitation Hall.

Dilapidated Property

Mayor Rogers asked If there were any more issues with the Old Methodist Church property.  There were not any to report.  

Comments

J DeVore mentioned that the Village website needs some work.  There is information that needs updated and some that needs removed.  Mayor Rogers will work with J Devore to get that up to date.

M Pevler asked if there were any limitation on burning in the Village.  He was told that there is no burning after dusk and no burning of trash.  Burning of leaves is permissible.

Mayor Rogers said he had the Treasurer check on when the roads were last done and the cost.  The roads were done in 2016 for a cost of $190,000.  The Board was asked if they had any questions on the Garbage Ordinance that they wanted the attorney to check into.  No questions at this time.  The mayor also said he has been getting conflicting information concerning  garbage pickup in the staff areas.  He has been trying to contact Waste Management to get a firm response but has had no luck.  GFL will be distributing the toters on Wednesday instead of Monday.  Waste Management will be picking up their toters with the last garbage pickup November 25th.


S McIntyre made a motion to adjourn at 7:59 pm with B Honea seconding.  All ayes 6-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,
Cathy Mitchell, Village Assistant Clerk 
